Abstract: The Rountree Prairie is a 30-acre parcel adjacent to the Rountree Branch, a small trout stream that runs through the University of Wisconsin-Platteville campus greenbelt. Historically the prairie site was pastured; row cropped, cultivated as a nursery, and abandoned old field. A number of nursery hardwoods, conifers, and shrubs populated the old field. Aspen and a few other aggressive woody species have invaded the site. The site is predominately open, moderately well to well drained, and nearly level to gently sloping. The soils, formed in loess, are primarily silt loam. The Reclamation Student Chapter raised inoney and with volunteer help and a modicum of financial help from the University Grounds Department embarked on a several year process ofrestoring prairie to an area that was prairie/oak savanna during pre-settlement times. The students are primarily responsible for exotic weed control, seedbed preparation, seeding, and maintenance of the site. Periodic prescribed burning is the primary maintenance technique. The site serves as an outdoors-experiential learning laboratory and as a passive recreational respite for students and the community alike.
Introduction
The University of Wisconsin-Platteville owns more than 70 acres of open land on the southern and western borders of the campus. Faculty recognized this area in the 1940's and 50's as having potential for restoration and learning. The acreage is unique because the Rountree Branch of the Little Platte River bisects it. The Rountree Branch is a trout stream (Molitor et al., 1993) . This land, known as the greenbelt, is designated for conservation and to serve the campus and the general public as a scientific, research, and recreation facility (Culbertson, 1996) .
The greenbelt designation was contained in a 1967 Campus Master Plan document for the purpose of the previously stated goals and also to serve as a buffer from development along the campus borders. The Campus Planning Committee recommended in 1976, based on the uniqueness of the area, the development of a natural greenbelt for stream restoration, reforestation, prairie preservation, and related conservation practices. During this period, Campus Planning along with the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, students, and faculty were engaged in surveying and planning stream restoration activities, planting trees, shrubs, and grasses, constructing hiking trails, and translocating a historic iron bridge to span the stream. More than 60 species of prairie grasses and forbs were seeded in a small area on the western end of the greenbelt (Molitor et al., 1993, and Culbertson, 1996) . Subsequent to this activity, conservation actions languished. The focus was on developing intensive recreational areas in the greenbelt such as basketball courts, sledding hill, cross country course, rugby fields, and park amenities like toilets, pavilions and parking. Most existing plant communities adjacent to the Rountree Branch are considered disturbed communities and are in a neglected state. They have been invaded by weedy species of grasses, forbs, shrubs, and trees.
In reaction to this neglect, Dr. Roger Higgs, the Director of Reclamation, and two reclamation students, Chris Rieck and Alan Domnick approached the Greenbelt Committee with a long-term plan for restoring a 30-acre parcel of the greenbelt to native prairie (Figure 1 Cooperatively, the UW-Platteville Campus Planning and Greenbelt Committees, Campus Maintenance Department, Grounds Department, Auxiliary Services, Reclamation Department, and the Reclamation Club committed themselves to the project. It was expected to take five to ten years to complete the original restoration project. Regular maintenance activity was expected and would be performed as needed.
The restoration process would serve as an educational tool and would provide opportunity for research and experimentation.
The trail would provide recreational opportunities in an aesthetically pleasing environment for both the university and the local community. The prairie restoration would help improve the health of the Rountree Branch watershed, the stream itself, and provide a more diverse and abundant habitat for a range of plants and animals. A kiosk constructed at the site would provide educational opportunities for the public and students on prairies. The site would also be a source of pride and a tribute to the university and its Reclamation Department.
Methods and Materials
The following abbreviated chronology of events illustrates not only the methods and materials used, but also the focus, dedication, and cooperation of student, faculty, staff, and community prairie enthusiasts.
• Early April 1998 -Burned 1/3-acre (unit one).
• April 23, 1998 -Applied RoundUp™ over unit one.
• May 4, 1998 -Rototilled unit one.
•
May 11, 1998 -Applied Plateau™ over unit one except for several 10 ft. X 10ft. areas that were seeded with herbicide intolerant forbs. Plateau™ was used because it was donated to the Chapter for weed control. Overall 21 native forbs and 3 native grasses were seeded. A partial list of species and the relative amounts seeded are contained in Appendix 2. This list is partial because some locally harvested seed was sown without documentation.
• The entire site within the limestone loop trail has been seeded with prairie plant species. Trees and shrubs remain to be girdled and removed from the area. There is a never-ending battle with aggressive invasive species such as thistles, wild parsnip, reed canary grass, and brome. We plan to control invasive species through the use of fire, spot herbicide, and mechanical removal. The original seedings will continue to be enriched through additional seeding. Quantitative plant monitoring will be initiated in 2001. The area will be surveyed using a GPS unit and a database built containing the quantitative vegetation performance within the units. In addition, we'll select additional areas to restore with the seed from this native prairie restoration.
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The area has an excellent landscape and soil area to develop a prairie. The area has a few problems (nonnal), which need to be dealt with -some short and some long-term. There are some trees and shrubs, which either need, removed, girdled or sawed. Most vegetation is not native on this site. The soil has a very poor supply of native plant seed. Thus, most of the area will need reseeded with native grass and forb species (a couple of small areas can remain without reseeding). The cost to seed one acre with native seeds adapted to Southwest Wisconsin will be $200.00 to $1,000.00 per acre from native seed suppliers depending upon the species utilized (grasses are cheaper). The area or portions thereof, will need to be burned in April 1998 and burned irregularly (on purpose) every one-three years.
The area would be split into different management units of varying sizes for aesthetic, educational and functional reasons. Exact species for the management areas will vary because of management processes, costs, educational use and aesthetics. The forbs add much natural beauty, but the seed cost is much higher than for grasses. The decisions for the exact species for planting can wait of a particular year's planting. The Reclamation 302 class will develop a species list for 5 -10 years for management Wlits by May 1998. This can serve as a tentative guide for 5 -10 years.
An accelerated schedule could see completion in five years. A more relaxed schedule will take ten years. After year 10, there will always be the need to occasionally bum, cut brush, spot spray and spot plant more native seeds.
Yearly plans will include the following:
Spring 2000 
